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| have always been
amazed of the skills
that police motorcy-
clists possess; the
training they go
through is certainly
some of the best there
is. Besides the training,

their daily requirements
within service through-
out the community are
probably even more
challenging than their
actual training. | have
seen several Police
Motorcycle Competi-

-

tions and have always

| was happy to find

thought that it would be out from another Rider-

a great experience to
actually compete in
one, but they have al-
ways been for active or
retired officers only -
until recently.

Coach | work with that
there was actually a
competition in Brook-
lyn, NY (which is a
short drive from my
home) that was open



to both motor officers
(retired and active) and
to civilians. The NYC
Metro Motor Skills
competition and safety
seminar was promoted
as a “first of its kind” in
the U.S. that offers lev-
els of entries to all, and
they were having their
second annual event at
the Floyd Bennett
Field, a former military
airfield which is now a

national park.

Their website ex-
plains the ideas for the
events, which were
thought of and worked
through by one of its
sponsors, the Midwest
Police Motorcycle
Training facility in Troy,

Michigan in April, 2008.

The idea for an inte-
grated motorcycle
competition was dis-
cussed during the Ad-

vanced Training pro-
gram for civilians (one
of the courses they
offer), and after dealing
with several obstacles
(no pun intended), they
were able to host the
first police and civilian
competition ever in the
United States in 2009.
Their first event drew
in 48 competitors and
hundreds of spectators

who were able not only
watch some great rid-
ing motor officers, but
civilians; some whom
were friends. Needless
to say, it didn’t take
long in the skills com-
munity for word to
spread about this
event. So, 2010
brought in officers from
the entire east coast,
and many more civilian




The author, daring to pit himself against
the best in the East.

riders that wanted to
try out their skills with
the "big boys™ — and
that included me. To be
able to enter an event
with motor officers re-
ally had an excitement

level that was high on
the cool factor, espe-
cially when you con-
sider that motor
officers rank in the top
1% of the best riders in
the country.

| have always prac-
ticed to make my slow
speed skills better,
which included taking
some advanced
classes to help. | hope
to be able to soon ad-
just my schedule to
take a course offered
by the Midwest Police
Motorcycle Training
school. One thing that
was certainly evident at
the competition was
the past students of the
training school, as they
all rode with the same
style taught and they
rode very well. To see
past attendees of the
class riding throughout
the course in all levels
(novice to advanced
and expert) and not
knocking down cones

Is certainly a testament
to their teachings.

The event itself
started on a Thursday
with the competition
scheduled for Satur-
day. They conducted
safety seminars, riding
demonstrations, skill
practice tips and slot-
ted plenty of extra time
for one to practice their
skills avoiding the
cones. You had an op-
portunity to get tips and
information from some
of the best riders
around and then try it
out yourself, which is
something you very
rarely get to do at most
seminars.

Saturday rolled in
with plenty of motorcy-
cles that sported red



and blue lights and
several privately own
ones, too. The weather
was a perfect late sum-
mer day in NYC and if
you were brought in
blindfolded, you would
never believe you were
less than five miles
from midtown Manhat-
tan, the long open for-
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