Checking Out the Past

A Journey to the Antique Motorcycle Club Gathering in
Rhinebeck, NY

Story & Photos by GOMO

Normally when Father’s Day weekend rolls around, folks in the
Northeast and beyond have either returned from Americade,
Laconia Bike Week, or both; and writers normally follow with
an article about one or the other event. Though I was at this
year’s Americade and enjoyed myself (as usual) and haven’t
ventured yet to Laconia, I wanted to cover a fairly “new” and
fast-growing event that happens locally, tucked in-between
these two rallies.

For the third year now, the Antique Motorcycle Club of Amer-
ica and the Northeast Coalition of Chapters presents what they
are calling “the Largest Antique Motorcycle Show & Swap
Meet in the USA,” held in Rhinebeck, NY at the Dutchess
County Fairgrounds. I did attend the event last year for the
first time and was thoroughly impressed with the turnout. With
the word spreading that this year’s event would top the last in
size, I wanted to be sure I checked it out. I would have gone
anyway, but with the thought of even more vintage motorcycles
to gaze at, it was even more enticing.

A little background on the club itself is in order. The Antique
Motorcycle Club of America (AMCA) was founded in 1954 by a
group of interested motorcycle owners with a primary objective

to encourage the seeking-out, restoration, preservation and ex-
hibiting of antique motorcycles of all kinds, regardless of coun-
try of origin. The AMCA presently has over 11,000 members
worldwide, as well as a network of local chapters throughout
the country that schedule sanctioned road runs in addition to
national meets. If you’re wondering if you have to own a vin-
tage motorcycle to be a member, certainly not; just having an
interest in old iron is all you need.
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